Update
Teacher Education Qualifications in WIT

September 2011

The Teaching Council issued guidelines to third level providers in August of this year outlining the
criteria for a Teacher Education Qualification for the Further Education sector.

Third level providers, including WIT, attended a workshop in May, hosted by the Teaching Council to
discuss the new guidelines and how the Teaching Council accreditation process will operate for this
new Teacher Education Qualification.

In WIT we have started development work on two programmes with the intention of offering these
programmes (pending ratification by WIT Academic Council and the Teaching Council) during 2012.

The two programmes are:

e Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Adult Education — NFQ 8
e Post Graduate Diploma in Teaching & Learning in Further Education

Both programmes need to be modified to meet the accreditation requirements set down in the
Teaching Council’s guidelines.

The most significant modification will be the addition of supervised teaching practice. The
requirement is for 100 hours supervised teaching practice. There will also be some amendments to
module content and associated learning outcomes to ensure both programmes meet Teaching
Council criteria.

It is our intention to build the teaching practice requirement into each programme and offer them
both as concurrent programmes of study. This means participants will study and complete teaching
practice concurrently.

We estimate that the duration of each programme will be approximately 18-24 months.

There is no current statutory requirement for staff working in adult literacy to possess a Teacher
Education Qualification, however due to significant demand from practitioners working across the
further education sector, we are actively involved in the development of this new programme.

The level 8 programme will be re-configured for participants who are teaching in further education
(not just adult literacy) who may already have a DES approved subject qualification but who are
interested in working towards a teaching qualification specifically designed for those working in
adult and further education.

The entry requirements for the level 8 programme are a Bachelor of Arts (Ordinary) in Adult
Education or equivalent. Applicants in possession of other third level qualifications may apply for
advanced standing using the WIT Recognition of Prior Learning process.



All applicants will need to be actively employed in a teaching or tutoring capacity and will need
sufficient teaching or tutoring hours to complete a minimum of 100 hours supervised teaching
practice. It will be the responsibility of the applicant to secure a suitable
Centre/Programme/School/College for their teaching practice.

For current students and graduates of our existing B.A. Honours in Adult Education programme we
intend offering a supplementary programme of study which will meet the Teacher Education
Qualification requirement.

We will continue to post updates on the status of both programmes on our web site and as already
stated we expect to be able to offer them during 2012.

For further information please contact:
B.A. Honours in Adult Education
Helen Murphy

hmurphy@wit.ie

Post Graduate Diploma in Teaching & Learning in Further Education
Mary Fenton

mfenton@wit.ie
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